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ested, thanks to his visits to his grandmother, in naval
matters, and read William James's N-aval History, and
subsequently, so he tells us, often astounded British
naval officers with the knowledge he had gained from
it. His powers of observation were extraordinarily
quick, he had an insatiable curiosity, and above all he
fought his own timidity, encouraging himself to believe
that his judgment on any point presented to his notice
was infallible. Just before his eighteenth birthday he
passed his final examination (which was not competitive)
and returned home for his coming of age. Sweet, indeed,
was his relief at his importance being recognised once
more : his English grandmother sent him the Order of
the Garter, which, he proudly records, was generally
only given to the reigning sovereigns of Europe, and the
Emperor invested him with the Order of the Black
Eagle. The Curriculum Vitae testified that, as he had
dedicated himself to God at his confirmation, he now
dedicated himself to his military career.

Like his father he spent a few terms at Bonn as a
student in the Corps c Borussia,' reading jurisprudence,
and there was a long visit to his grandmother at Balmoral.
She gave him a Highland costume of Royal Stuart tartan,
which he considered a mark of her special favour, since
she was very proud of the tincture of Stuart blood that
ran in her veins, and therefore even more attenuatedly
in his, and sent him out stalking for the first time. Of
this experience he gave an account which baffles all
efforts at interpretation. William sighted deer three
miles off, and he and his gillie thereupon took ' full
cover/ It was a long business before they could * pick
up the scent/ but after a three hours' crawl he got his